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SUMMARY 
 
Flea bite hypersensitivity is an allergic reaction to the bites of dog-flea (Ctenocephalides 
canis), cat-flea (Ctenocephalides felis) or human-flea (Pulex irritans) [1, 2]. 
In this study there were examined 98 dogs with flea bite hypersensitivity.  
The diagnosis was established after analysis of the data obtained at allergologic 
investigation, clinical exam and allergic tests (intradermal skin tests). 
The highest incidence of flea bite hypersensitivity was noticed in dogs with a rich coat: 
German Shepard (16 cases, 16.33%), Bichon (9 cases, 9.18%), Pekinese (8 cases, 8.20%), 
Schnauzer (5 cases, 5.10%), Fox-Terrier (4 cases, 4.08%). 
As for the age, maximum susceptibility was presented by dogs of 1-2 years (39 cases, 
39.80%), followed by dogs of 2-3 years (35 cases, 35.71%) and dogs with ages between 6 
month – 1 year (10 cases, 10.20%).  
In case of the dogs which lived outdoor, it could be noticed an obvious seasonal 
character of the clinical signs’ appearance, in an overwhelming proportion the 
symptomatology manifesting in the warm season.  
Pruritus’ presence was revealed in 90 cases (91.84%); the locations of the lesions were:  
lumbar-sacral region (88 cases, 89.80%), inguinal region (48 cases, 48.98%), inferior 
abdominal region (39 cases, 39.80%), dorsal area (30 cases, 30.61%), perinea region (21 
cases, 21.43%) and axillar region (17 cases, 17.35%). 
The detection of fleas’ presence on the animal was made either directly, by their 
visualization, either indirectly, by the detection of their feces, using two specific tests (wet 
paper test and wet cotton test).  
Intradermal skin tests used were performed using specific allergen (flea extract) 
manufactured by Artu Biologicals Company (Netherlands) and also a positive and a negative 
control.  
The results obtained after intradermal skin tests in dogs with flea bite hypersensitivity 
were the following: absent reaction – 0 cases (0%), mild reaction – 16 cases (16,33%), 
medium reaction – 31 cases (31,63%), strong reaction – 51 cases (52,04%). 
Presumptive diagnosis of flea bite hypersensitivity was established upon anamnesis and 
clinical exam and the doubtless diagnosis was established based on the results of intradermal 
skin tests. 
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